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July 21: In a communique, the presidential palace (Casa de Narino) reported that Medellin cartel
kingpin Pablo Escobar and 14 colleagues had been transferred to a military garrison. Escobar and
associates had previously been encarcerated at a special prison near Envigado, Escobar's hometown,
located 10 miles southwest of Medellin. The transfer reportedly took place in order to bolster
security at the Envigado facility. The communique said a special security council led by President
Cesar Gaviria, and comprised of the Justice, Interior and Defense Ministers, Attorney General,
Federal Public Prosecutor, police and secret service chiefs had decided to transfer Escobar because
the Attorney General's office recently delivered a report indicating that Escobar had ordered the
kidnapping and torture of several other cartel leaders. The statement said that at the request of the
Justice Ministry, the army is to take charge of the transfer operation and assume control over the
Envigado prison. President Gaviria said he had delayed a scheduled trip to Madrid to attend the
Ibero-American summit in order to supervise the transfer. July 22: Foreign news services reported
that during the the transfer operation, Escobar and other prisoners grabbed guns from soldiers
and took hostages, leading to a battle which left two people dead and four injured. The hostages
including deputy justice minister Eduardo Mendoza, prison warden Col. Omar Rodriguez and Lt.
Hernando Navas Rubio, national penitentiary director were freed by army commandos at dawn.
The commandos captured five inmates after intense fighting. About 400 soldiers, accompanied
by government officials, participated in the raid on the jail. Citing government sources, the RCN
radio network reported that Escobar and several other prisoners escaped and were holed up in a
tunnel on the prison grounds. At 10:40 a.m., in a telephone interview broadcast on national radio,
Escobar said he would rather die than surrender. He added, "I will not accept being transferred
from this prison." Escobar indicated that he made the call from a hiding place inside a tunnel on
prison grounds. In an interview broadcast on Radio Caracol, a man identifying himself as the son
of Roberto Escobar, Pablo's brother, said, "My father and Pablo are okay. They are in a tunnel and
have food and sufficient air to survive." At the time of the escape, there were at least 180 guards
on duty. Prison security measures include several guarded, locked doors and a 100-yard zone lit
by flood lights. The compound is enclosed with a 10-foot-high, high-voltage fence monitored by
eight guard towers. Soldiers armed with anti- aircraft guns are stationed around the compound.
The one road to the area was also monitored at a secret police check-point, while roving army units
patrolled the surrounding mountains. Deputy Air Force commander Gen. Hernando Monsalve
resigned following criticism that he failed to promptly send reinforcements to the prison after the
incident. Following a meeting with President Gaviria, Senate president Joe Blackburn said Escobar
and nine other missing prisoners could not be found in a tunnel where he was believed to have been
hiding. President Gaviria said that Escobar's life would be respected "if he surrenders voluntarily."
In a statement delivered to a Medellin radio station by messenger and signed by "the people
incarcerated in the prison," Escobar and associates called for the army to leave the prison grounds,
and for either President Gaviria or priest Rafael Garcia Herreros to visit the site. Garcia mediated
Escobar's surrender in 1991. The statement also called on the government to publicly announce the
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transfer destination, and a public guarantee that Escobar and associates would not leave Colombia.
July 23: Gaviria told reporters that despite Escobar's escape, the government's policy against
extradition of drug traffickers will not change. He said, "The fact that one person, or several, have
returned to crime, does not mean that the policy has failed." Next, Gaviria made a plea to Escobar
to surrender. He said it was likely the escapees were still inside the prison grounds. Government
sources reported that a thorough search of the prison and surrounding area revealed no trace of
either Escobar or his men, nor any previously unknown tunnels under the 1-ha. compound. Bogota
daily newspaper El Tiempo reported that 26 guards from the jail were arrested on suspicion of
collaborating in Escobar's escape. A man identifying himself as Escobar's chief bodyguard contacted
Radio Caracol, and said Escobar had paid US$1.4 million in bribes to guards to escape the prison.
In a tape-recorded message and subsequent telephone call to Radio Caracol, Escobar said he
was willing to surrender and return to the Envigado jail if he receives guarantees for his safety.
Escobar said, "For the moment, we will not exercise violent action of any kind." The offer was later
confirmed by a call from Escobar's nephew. Escobar said the earlier call from the bodyguard was
actually made by a member of the rival Cali cartel, in an attempt to discredit him. Sen. Blackburn
expressed concern about how the US would react to the escape. US anti-drug chief Bob Martinez
publicly blasted the Gaviria administration over the escape. A White House spokesperson said,
however, that Washington had pledged continued support for Gaviria. The spokesperson added,
"Escobar and his ilk represent a threat to law-abiding, civilized societies throughout the hemisphere
and they must be brought to justice." Unidentified legislators called for Gaviria's resignation and
announced an investigation into government complicity in the escape. July 24: Daily newspaper El
Tiempo reported that the US and Britain have donated telephone monitoring and other electronic
equipment to help track down Escobar. According to the president's office, Escobar's attorneys
issued conditions for his surrender. The conditions include UN supervision of the process, respect
for conditions under which he surrendered in 1991, return of confiscated property, Escobar's return
to the Envigado prison, reinstatement of the 26 prison guards fired after the scape, visiting privileges
for family members, and total non- involvement of National Police officers in Escobar's surrender
and incarceration. In response, the president's office issued a communique stating the government
will accept only unconditional surrender, but would guarantee Escobar's safety and a fair trial. July
25: In an interview published in Medellin daily newspaper El Colombiano, Roberto Escobar said
he and his brother feared for their lives when several hundred soldiers surrounded the prison. He
said the two believed the troops may have been hired by the Cali cartel to kill them. According to
Roberto, after they had called a radio station to falsely claim they were hiding in a tunnel on prison
grounds, army troops bombed the jail. He said, "We know the order to kill us did not come from
President Gaviria, but from mid-level commanders who were interested in [eliminating us] and
later claiming it happened in a gunfire exchange." Army commander Gen. Manuel Murillo told
reporters that a junior officer and an undetermined number of soliders had been fired for collusion
in the Escobar escape. July 26: According to a report published in national newspapers by the Fourth
Army Brigade, which was responsible for guarding the prison, Escobar probably disguised himself
as a woman, bribed a small number of soldiers and left through the main gate. The report said that
five soldiers have confessed to aiding Escobar, and are in custody. The Associated Press cited a
senior government official, who requested anonymity, as saying that the 4th Brigade commander
Gen. Gustavo Pardo was largely responsible for the incident because he refused to enter the prison
facility during the takeover. Garcia Herreros told Caracol radio that Escobar would probably
turn himself in over the next two days, despite the government's refusal to negotiate. July 27: The
presidential palace reported that three more military commanders were removed from their posts:
©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 2 of 3

LADB Article Id: 060332
ISSN: 1060-4189

4th Brigade commander Gen. Gustavo Pardo, Military Police director Lt. Col. Manuel Jose Espitia,
and national prison director Lt. Col. Hernando Navas Rubio. The Attorney General's office issued
a minute-by-minute account of events leading up to and following the escape. (Sources: Deutsche
Press Agentur, 07/23/92; Chinese news service Xinhua, 07/24/92; Associated Press, 07/22-26/92;
Spanish news service EFE, 07/22/92, 07/25/92, 07/27/92; Notimex, 07/21/92, 07/23-25/92, 07/27/92;
Agence France- Presse, 07/21-23/92, 07/26/92, 07/27/92)

-- End --
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